Macbeth Study Questions
ACT I
1. Who is the king of Scotland when the play opens?

2. What do the witches plan at their first meeting?

3. What news does the Captain give to Duncan concerning Macbeth’s performance in  the battle?

4. With what words does Duncan first greet Macbeth?

5. Why do you think Macbeth is built up as such a great hero in Act I?

6. Give specific lines where Macbeth is built up to be the great general before we even meet him:

7. How does Macbeth obtain the title of Thane of Glamis?

8. How does Macbeth obtain the title of Thane of Cawdor?

9. What kind of a king is Duncan?  Offer evidence for your answer.

10. What specific tactics does Macbeth use in his letter to his wife in order to persuade her to help him? (i.e., how does he “butter her up”?)

11. What kind of information do we know about the witches?  Their appearance?  Their “hobbies”? 

12. What reasons does Macbeth give for thinking he should not kill Duncan?

13. Why does Macbeth kill Duncan anyway?  (in his own words)

14. What is Lady Macbeth’s plan for the couple’s looking innocent when Duncan’s death is discovered?

15. What is Lady Macbeth’s plan for distracting Duncan’s guards so that she and Macbeth can commit murder?

Identify these quotes:  Give the speaker, what is being said, and the significance:

1. “No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive our bosom interest.  Go pronounce his present death/ And with his former title greet Macbeth.” 

2. “He’s here in double trust.”

3. “I have no spur/ to price the sides of my intent, but only/ Vaulting ambition” 

4. “This castle hath a pleasant seat (location); the air/ Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself  Unto our gentle (soothed) senses.” 

ACT II

1. What does the line “Their candles are all out” tell you about the night?

2. An atmosphere of foreboding and horror is built up in Act II. Much of the horror is implicit in Macbeth’s famous “dagger” soliloquy in Scene 1. Why does Macbeth refer to the dagger as a fatal vision?

3. What does he mean by “a dagger of the mind”?

4. What is suggested by having Macbeth experience a hallucination at this moment, just before the murder?

5. In scene 2, Lady Macbeth hears the shriek of what animal?

6. What preparation has Lady Macbeth made?

7. Why does she not kill Duncan?

8. Who is in the second chamber?

9. Why was Lady Macbeth reluctant to talk about the deed?

10. What proof is there that Macbeth is not rational?

11. What advice does Lady Macbeth give to Macbeth?

12. Why does Macbeth refuse to go to Duncan’s chamber again?

13. How, on the other hand, does Lady Macbeth characterize the dead?

14. What is the “filthy witness” that Lady Macbeth refers to?

15. The symbols of blood and water are interwoven in scene 2. What does each symbolize?

16. How do the different attitudes of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth toward their blood stained hands serve to point out the basic differences in their character?

17. What draws the pair back to reality?

18. What evidence is present that shows Macbeth is sorry for the deed?

19. What purpose does the Porter’s speech have?

20. Judging this scene, what does comic relief mean?

21. What exactly is relieved by the Porter’s speech?

22. What is the importance of Lenox’s speech?

23. Who discovers the murder of Duncan?

24. What is ironic about Macduff’s speech to Lady Macbeth?

25. Who does Lenox think murdered Duncan?

26. Why does Macbeth say he killed the two servants?

27. What is the significance of Lady Macbeth’s actions?
28. Where will Malcolm and Donnalbain go and why?

29. What are the strange events reported in scene 3 by Lennox?

30. Why are these events important?

31. Who does Macduff suspect?

32. Who is to be king?

33. Where is Duncan’s body?

ACT III

1. The scene opens with Banquo questioning Macbeth’s position and how he got it. What words does Banquo use that we have developed into a modern phrase meaning the same thing?

2. What questions does Macbeth ask Banquo? Who else concerns Macbeth?

3. In Macbeth’s soliloquy (scene i), what feelings does he express about Banquo and about his own actions?

4. What “arguments” does Macbeth use to convince the murders to kill Banquo? What is ironic about the use of one particular argument?

5. Macbeth uses the image of “planting” in line 129 (scene ii). What is ironic about his use of this particular image? (think back to Act I and who else used that very imagery)
6. What role does Lady Macbeth play in the murder of Banquo? What is her attitude these days about the predicament of herself and her husband?

7. Macbeth is clearly tormented by his actions. Give evidence from scene ii that indicates this.

8. Macbeth invokes the night in lines 47-50 (approx). When did Macbeth earlier invoke the same spirits of darkness?

9. How does Lady Macbeth react when Macbeth tells her that before morning there will be a deed of dreadful note performed? Find the lines that indicate her reaction.

10. Who do you think the third murderer might be? Why is she/he there?

11. What goes wrong with Macbeth’s plan to murder?
12. Why was Macbeth very careful earlier in the act to tell Banquo in front of others to be sure and attend the banquet that night?
13. When does Banquo appear at the banquet? What is his “cue”? (each appearance has something in common)

14. What excuses does Lady Macbeth offer for her husband’s behavior? What does her reaction reveal about Lady Macbeth?

15. At the end of this scene (iv), Macbeth resolves to do several things. What are they?

16. In scene vi, Lennox expresses some concerns that are probably common to many people in Macbeth’s kingdom. What are they?

17. In scene v, Hecate is upset with the witches. Why? What does she tell the witches about Macbeth?

18. We find out important information at the end of scene vi, such as what Malcolm is doing at present. What exactly is going on with both Malcolm and Macduff?

ACT IV

1. Name two ingredients the witches put into their “concoction”.
2. The first apparition appears in what form? What is its prophecy?

3. The second apparition appears in what form? What is the prophecy?

4. The third apparition appears in what form? What is the prophecy?

5. Find the line where Macbeth “swears off” the witches. Find another line where he expresses an opinion about those that trust the witches. About whom might he be speaking?

6. Why is Lady Macduff angry? Do you think she has a right to be? What is the “other side” of the argument – i.e., what reasons do you think Macduff may have had?

7. Why does Shakespeare put the murder of Lady Macduff and son on stage? Why do you think it is the first murder to actually happen on stage?

8. In the “dumb show” scene, what is a “glass”? What effect does this scene have on Macbeth?

9. Why does Malcolm lie to Macduff and tell him of his future “plans” as king?

10. What is Macduff’s reaction to Malcolm’s speech?

11. What are the “king-becoming graces” that Malcolm says a king should have? Why do you think Shakespeare included that list?
12. Ross tells Macduff that his family was at peace when he left them. In what way is this another equivocation?

13. Malcolm gives Macduff several pieces of advice about how to handle his grief over his family’s death. What does he say Macduff should do?

14. What are Macduff’s own feelings about how he should handle his grief?

Important quotes: Give the significance.

1. Lady Macduff: “But I remember now/ I am in this earthly world, where to do harm/ Is often laudable, to do good sometimes/ Accounted dangerous folly.”

2. Macbeth: “From this moment, the firstlings of my heart shall be the firstlings of my hand.”
3. Macbeth: “Tell me, if your art can tell so much: shall Banquo’s issue ever reign in this kingdom?”

4. Macduff: “Sinfull Macduff, They were all struck for thee!”

ACT V
1. What are the gentlewoman and the doctor discussing in scene 1?

2. What does Lady Macbeth see on her hands?

3. What is the significance of the spots return?

4. What does Lady Macbeth say that has the doctor and the gentlewoman so upset?

5. Why did the gentlewoman refuse to repeat what Lady Macbeth was saying in her sleep?

6. Who does the doctor say must help Lady Macbeth?

7. Where will the Scottish army meet the English army?

8. What is Macbeth referring to in his opening lines of Scene 3?

9. What does this reference say about his thinking?

10. What is Macbeth’s complaint about the servant boy?
11. What is the servant’s news?

12. What is Macbeth’s reaction to the news?

13. What is ailing Lady Macbeth?

14. What does Macbeth say will cure her?

15. When does Macbeth say he will be afraid?

16. What is the plan of attack?

17. As the camouflaged forces move on Dunsinane, how will they look to a watcher on the battlements of the castle?

18. What is Macbeth’s plan of action?

19. What is the cry Macbeth hears?

20. What has happened to Lady Macbeth?

21. What news does the messenger deliver to Macbeth?

22. What is the double meaning of the apparitions’ words?

23. What are Malcolm’s orders in this scene?

24. How does Siward describe the name “Macbeth”?

25. Why does Macbeth feel secure in fighting Young Siward?

26. Who is after Macbeth?

27. Interpret lines 24-28 in scene vii by Siward.

28. In lines 4-6 in scene viii, interpret what Macbeth says to Macduff?

29. Why does he say this?

30. What does Macbeth say to Macduff about why he is not afraid of him?

31. Why does Macduff say that Macbeth should be afraid of him?

32. Does Macbeth want to fight Macduff?

33. Quote lines that tell you how you know the answer to #32.

34. How does Ross and Siward describe Young Siward’s death?
35. Interpret Macduff’s last speech and what is holding while he says it?

36. Who is the king of Scotland now?
